Warfighter Refractive Eye Surgery Program (WRESP)

The WRESP has been implemented as a limited resource available to commanders for enhancement of mission readiness. Laser refractive eye surgery has been a proven benefit for professional athletes as well as police, fireman and other professionals whose uncorrected visual acuity is a significant factor in their confidence and effectiveness. Research studies have validated the safety and efficacy of these procedures in a physically active population such as the U.S. Army. Soldiers operating in adverse conditions, perhaps without timely optical device fabrication support and utilizing targeting systems in a variety of weather conditions, will find the lack of dependence on an optical corrective device invaluable in their confident execution of any mission.

The Army Medical Command is charged with the establishment of WRESP Laser Eye Centers in military Medical Treatment Facilities (MTF) at installations designated by the DCSOPS. The MTF Commander will establish the schedule and availability for such treatments, provide medical information relevant to informed choice by the soldiers and will maintain records and perform studies as determined by the Surgeon General.  The Army currently has one operational center at Ft. Bragg, which has performed over 1500 treatments since opening in May 2000. Additional laser centers are funded for FY01-02 at Ft. Campbell, Ft, Hood, Landstuhl and Tripler Medical Centers.

Installation Commanders will coordinate with their DHS and major tenant commanders to allocate these treatment slots to major tenant commands. These units will be responsible for selecting certain key personnel to receive treatment under the WRESP. Major unit commands will maintain a by-name list current for 3 months. Coordination between the major tenant units, staff officer and the WRESP Laser Eye Center Director will insure timely scheduling and treatment of these key personnel identified by their commander and whose treatment will enhance the unit’s mission readiness.

The Installation Commander will allocate treatment slots with input from the DHS. The Surgeon General may hold back a portion of available treatment slots for use by other active duty within the Department of Defense and/or other units in the region who are not located at the installation containing the WRESP Laser Eye Center.

Individuals selected for the WRESP should meet the following criteria:

a) At least 18 months remaining on active duty at time of surgery or, in conjunction with a reenlistment action which is executed.

b) Assigned to a unit whose mission involves operations at the line of battle or behind the enemy’s lines. Special operations and combat arms units such as Infantry, Field Artillery and Armor Battalions should be given first priority.

c) Combat Service Support unit personnel in present assignments in a Division or separate Brigade should be the second priority.

d) Other active duty as space is available.

e) Non active duty patients are not authorized treatment under this program.

f) Personnel selected should have at least twelve (12) months remaining in the same or similar unit and should have no adverse personnel actions pending.

g) Individuals selected will be removed from the waiting list should their circumstances change such that they would be in contravention of the above guidelines. Unit commanders are responsible to monitor their selected soldiers.

h) Treated individuals must return for follow up visits as specified preoperatively in the applicable protocol as a condition of treatment.

